Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 03047 140956Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO OMB-01 EB-07 TRSE-00 AID-05 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3079 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3047 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR EFIN SY UR 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE RESCHEDULING OF SYRIAN DEBT TO USSR 

1 . EGYPTIAN EMBOFF TOLD US MAY 12 THAT ACCORDING TO PRC 
EMBASSY OFFICIAL, SOVIET UNION HAD AGREED TO THREE YEAR 
MORATORIUM ON PAYMENTS OF SYRIA'S DEBT. 

2. COMMENT: WE DO NOT AS YET HAVE CONFIRMATION OF SUCH AN 
AGREEMENT BUT NOTE THAT IT WOULD BE IN LINE BOTH WITH SOVIET 
DESIRE TO NORMALIZE/IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH SYRIA AND WITH 
SYRIAN DESIDERATE TO EASE SHORT-TERM FOREIGN EXCHANGE CRISIS. 
MURPHY 
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